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SCCDC endorses Barousse for Council Seat # 8
by Shirley Odou, Editor
In a critical race that could shift the
power balance on San Jose’s City
Council, two of the candidates, Josh
Barousse and Jimmy Nguyen, were on
hand for SCCDC’s endorsement meeting on April 18; a third, Denise
Belisle, unable to attend because of a
family emergency, sent Dan Block to
represent her.
The South Bay AF-CIO Labor Council, looking for a more favorable replacement in District 8 for its
interests than lame duck Vice-Mayor
Rose Herrera, a dependable Mayor
Liccardo ally, has endorsed Barousse.
He also received endorsements from
the Santa Clara County Democratic
Party and most local Democratic elected officials. Adding to that list was
SCCDC, with Barousse, former aide to
State Senator Jerry Hill and Councilman Ash Kalra, garnering the requisite
two-thirds majority vote of SCCDC
members present at the April 18th
meeting to receive the Club’s support.
In a process that allows members to
vote for more than one candidate, Barousse racked up 76% of ballots cast,
attorney Jimmy Nguyen, had 61%, and
business owner Denise Belisle, 35%.
Key issues for District 8 are housing,
traffic, economic development, and
safety, according to all three participants in the forum. One of the major
problems for the District, which covers
the Eastside and Evergreen, is a
marked imbalance between business
growth and population increase. With
more stores shuttered, residents are
forced to shop outside the area. For
Belisle, who has Chamber of Commerce support, the answer is encourag-

ing
investment: “Empty
shelves needs
new business
investment
in the
Eastside,”
Block
said.
Nguyen contended
Josh Barousse
streamlining
the
permit
process is needed, while Barousse said
he supports the city’s Business Coaching Center, which helps “eliminate
confusion” for business owners starting their businesses.”
Candidates had no such easy answers
for the housing crisis. Questions from
the audience on shortage, affordability,
rent control, and homelessness elicited
more consternation than conclusions.
On the need for more housing, they
were in agreement. On how to accomplish this, each took a slightly different
stance: Baruousee argued for “building
up,” Nguyen proposed “higher density.” and Belisle was for “reducing regulations and “redundant outdated fees”
for builders.
Commenting on the hot topic of rent
control, all agreed that supply and demand is directly linked to rent control,
a policy that would be unnecessary
with a significant increase of affordable housing. Within the past week, a
proposal was brought before the Council to limit increase in rents for buildings constructed before 1997 to 5%
instead of the current 8%, a compromise which does not please either tenants or
(continued on page 4)

Clinton & Sanders Forum: Will California’s
vote matter?
by Shirley Odou, Editor
Hold on to your rally hats! It looks like it’s
going to be a bumpy ride! Sanders supporters
say it’s not over; Clinton supporters say we’ve
won. Sanders supporters proclaim it’s going to
be a contested convention, damn the consequences; Clinton supporters wag fingers and
pounce with “you wanna hand the election to
the Republicans and Trump?” Sanders supporters say California matters to give him a head of
steam so he can convince super delegates to
pledge to him; Clinton supporters say you can’t
change the rules in the middle of the game, that
California will give her momentum, carrying
over into the convention and on to
the election. Pundits and pollsters are in a
quandary—their predictions upended in 2016,
their infallibility questioned.
Despite the free-for-all taking place before the
California primary, the issues still matter.
While the differences between the candidates
are nuanced, they are significant. And it is their
stand on the issues that will be front and center
at the SCCDC Clinton-Sanders forum on May
16. Representing Hillary Clinton will be
Shawn Bagley, a member of the Democratic
National Committee and a Clinton superdelegate. He is a retired produce broker, a past
California Democratic Officer and Regional
Director, including South Santa Clara County,
2007-2013. He opened the Clinton Headquarters in Monterey and has a long history with
the Democratic Party. He is committed to Hillary Clinton for President. Speaking on behalf
of Bernie Sanders is Nassim Nouri, a retired
biotech executive in medical research, a
philanthropist for nonprofits, focused on local
and global education and health care. She is a
Sanders delegate and is volunteering full-time
for his campaign, serving as Volunteer and
Data Captain, and says she is committed to
Sanders “until he is in the White House.”
(continued on page 3)

“The health of nations is more important than the wealth of nations.” ~ Will Durant
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Chi Chi Jack seeks SCCDC endorsement
(Chi Chi Jack served as SCCDC
Member-at-Large and Public
Relations Chair before relocating to Patterson in the Central
Valley. She would like the Club
to endorse her in her bid for
Patterson City Council. A twothirds majority of members present at SCCDC’s May meeting is
required for Chi Chi to receive
the endorsement. Following is
her
candidate’s
statement.
Shirley Odou, Editor).

awareness exercise program for
Zumba. In celebration of black
history month, I organized the
first Patterson Black History
Month celebration.

My name is Chi Chi Jack. I am
running for Patterson City Council to make a difference in my
community.

I’m working with the community, building, strengthening, and
helping our kids and the community at large.

Since moving my family to Patterson in 2006, I’ve been very
involved as a citizen and active
member in my community. I was
elected PTO president for Apricot Valley Elementary School; I
organized a city wide American
Diabetes 10/5k walk run; started
the first community healthy

I currently serve on the Commission for Parks and Recreation and
Beautification Committee. As a
member of the committee, I work
to improve our community’s
parks and recreation facilities for
all our families to enjoy.

$1,000 challenge
by Herb Engstrom, Member
Member Dan Hoffman has offered a challenge grant of $1,000
if we can raise that amount at the
Club meeting Monday, May
16th. That means that any money
you donate or pledge will be doubled up to $1,000. This is going
to be a low pressure fundraiser!
All meeting attendees will be
given a pledge card on which
(continued from page 1: CLINTON AND SANDERS FORUM:
WILL CALIFORNIA’S VOTE
MATTER?)
Shawn and Nassim will each
have ten minutes to talk about
their candidates’ background,
stands on issues, and why they
believe the candidate they represent should be president. A Q &
A and open mic session will follow the surrogates’ presentations.
Questioners will direct their
questions to either one or both
speakers. Answers and rebuttals
will be limited to one minute.

In support of our local farm communities I started the first Juicing
Raw Fruits and Vegetables for
Optimum Health class, a free
public service to teach the importance of wellness for the residents in the city of Patterson.

My goal is to make a difference
with our water issues, education,

they can indicate an amount of a
pledge. We will send such pledgers a return envelope for their
donation. Of course, you’ll be
able to donate directly at the welcome table just inside the entrance to the Harry’s Hofbrau
banquet room. Donations by
cash, check, or credit card in addition to written pledges will be
more than welcome.
But remember: If we don’t raise
$1,000 at this Monday meeting,
Any member of the audience who
wishes to
make
a
statement will be allowed one minute
at the open mic. At the conclusion of the Q & A period, Shawn
and Nassim will each have three
minutes to make closing arguments for their candidate. There
will be no endorsement; the purpose of the forum is to clarify
Clinton and Sanders positions on
issues. While it may be too early
for a Kumbaya moment (Clinton
supporters
may
not
agree), ultimately, whether Clinton or Sanders is the nomi-

jobs, community safety, and farm
communities.
I serve on the Stanislaus Central
Committee as the alternate delegate for DNC Representative
Shawn Bagley and was a Member-at-Large for the Santa Clara
County Democratic Club.
I was recently elected as a Hillary
Clinton delegate to the Democratic National Convention.
Michael Eggman for Congress is
supporting my candidacy. I am
seeking the support and endorsement of all the Democratic clubs,
Central Committees, and other
elected officials for my candidacy. I am running in a district consisting of 75% Republican so I
truly need all the help possible.
Thank you for your support. Sincerely, Chi Chi Jack, Candidate
for Patterson City Council

we can’t avail ourselves of Dan’s
generous offer. So please come
and be generous yourself!
All donations at the meeting will
go into the Club’s campaign fund
to be used to support progressive
Democrats or ballot initiatives in
tight races where our support
could make a difference. All expenditures from the campaign
fund must be approved by you,
the Club members, at one of our
regular meetings.
nee, Democrats in California and
the nation will stand together in
the fall to defeat Republicans
across the board!
The meeting will be held in the
banquet
room at
Harry’s
Hofbrau, located at 390 Saratoga
Avenue in San Jose. It begins at 7
PM, following a no-host dinner at
6 PM. If you wish to join us for
dinner, please be there on time.
There will be a short business
meeting at approximately 8:15
PM. For more information, call
Shirley Odou at 408-247-9513.

“Every election is determined by the people who show up.” ~ Larry J. Sabato
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In Memoriam: Marie-Paule Zrodlo, 1932-2016
“She had charity in her heart, a beautiful
woman, inside and out,” a touching tribute by Ed Zrodlo, Marie’s husband of 59
years, still recovering from the shock
over his wife’s unexpected death when I
spoke to him on the phone earlier this
month. An accident in the home on April
1st led to injuries that her “frail body was
not able to overcome,” he said. Marie,
long-time SCCDC member, passed away
in Kaiser Hospital in Santa Clara on
April 10th two months shy of her 84th
birthday.
Born in the small town of St. Quentin in
New Brunswick to a large FrenchCanadian family, Marie growing up had
dreams of a “bigger world.” To pursue
her aspirations, she became a registered
nurse, and then went on to be a stewardess with TransCanada Airlines in the 50s,
a time when a nursing degree was one of
the perquisites for an exclusively female
profession, along with a perfectly proportioned figure and Hollywood good looks,
all qualifications Marie had.
On one of her flights, she met her husband-to-be in Canada. They stayed in
touch, and in 1957 were married in San
Diego where Ed worked as an aeronautical engineer. “You say hello and before
long you have six children,” Ed said. Her
children, three girls and three boys, successful in their chosen fields, were her
pride and joy. As she and Ed agreed, she
was a stay-at-home mom while the children were growing up. Once they were
on their own, Marie went back to work,
serving as a teacher’s aide for many
years. The family moved to their home in
Santa Clara in 1962 when Ed took a job

with Lockheed. Two of their children
reside in the area, the others live out-ofstate.
Long before she joined the SCCDC in
1998, Marie’s interest in Democratic
politics had been sparked by former state
senator and Democratic icon John
Vasconcellos. John could not have had a
more devoted fan. Having come to know
him when she worked in several of his
campaigns, Marie spoke glowingly of
him at the mere mention of his name,
extolling his many accomplishments.
Loretta Riddle, SCCDC political adviser
and aide to the late State Senator Al
Alquist, remembered that Marie was also
a fervent active supporter of State Senator Elaine Alquist.
A regular attendee, the petite brown-eyed
brunette who slipped quietly into
SCCDC’s monthly meetings, listening
attentively throughout the program, rarely spoke during the discussion period.
Afterwards, however, she would seek me
out, or other SCCDC friends, eager to
share her impressions of the proceedings,
commenting enthusiastically on the topic
and speaker.
For SCCDC, Marie was somewhat of a
goodwill ambassador, always with high
praise for the Club’s activities, including
the programs, newsletter, and especially
for our John Vasconcellos Day in 2012.
As for me, I will not forget our friendship; Marie delivering her Christmas
cards personally, stopping by my house
to chat about the local political scene or
politics in general, or never failing to
call me to tell me about a concert she was
attending, urging me to go along.

According to her family, Marie had a
variety of interests. In addition to music,
she “loved dance, travel, her garden, her
family, and wearing a rose in her hair!”
But it was a remark by her husband as we
ended our conversation that I found particularly poignant. Reflecting on his life
with Marie, Ed’s tone brightened: “There
were great moments; it was a wonderful
ride.”
A devout Catholic, she was a member of
Our Lady of Peace Church in Santa Clara
where her funeral mass was held on April
14th. In addition to her six children and
their spouses, she is survived by 12
grandchildren 11 great grandchildren, 11
brothers and sisters, and innumerable
nieces and nephews.
The Club made a donation to Catholic
Charities in Marie’s name for which we
received the following note of thanks
from Ed: “Shirley, appreciate what you
and the Democratic Club is doing and did
on behalf of my bride of 59 years, Marie
Zrodlo. Thank you, Ed Zrodlo.”

News and Notes
Honda Fundraiser: an intimate meetand-greet in honor of U.S. Congressman
Mike Honda (CA-17) hosted by Ron and
Jenifer Lind at their home on Saturday,
May 28th, 2016, 4:30pm, 1874 Yosemite
Drive, Milpitas, CA 95035. Suggested
Donation: $75 or $100 per couple. To
RSVP, please contact: Vedant Patel at
vedant@mikehonda.com, or 408-6411717.
Hillary Clinton will be in Silicon Valley for a ver y special Family Event
on May 25th in Atherton, hosted by

Michelle Kraus! The Secretary will take
questions from special guests, aka the
kids! So please hurry because tickets
will go very fast particularly at the $500
level. Donations levels from $500 to
$2700. Hosting and co-hosting from
$10,000 to $27,000 RSVP to https://
www.hillaryclinton.com/events/tickets/
4QAZLINAKOK2ZSLP/ ?raiser=34481
State Senator Jim Beall, SCCDC
member and recipient of SCCDC’s Distinguished Legislator Award, was en-

dorsed by the Mercury in an editorial
entitled “Sen. Jim Beall far from done
serving state.” In the editorial board’s
opinion, “As a state senator, he has risen
to leadership on transportation and housing, top priorities for Silicon Valley,
while continuing his advocacy for the
mentally ill, the disabled and foster children. For his work on behalf of cities—
the front line of interaction between residents and government—the League of
California Cities named him 2015 Legislature of the Year.” We concur!

“No matter how cynical you get, it is impossible to keep up.” ~ Lily Tomlin
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Volunteer opportunities—SCCDC Needs You!
Events coordinator—With a team already in place and plans for our two upcoming events underway, all the committee lacks is a creative, follow-through
individual with experience in coordinating events—could be for political organizations, companies or even, family reunions. The committee already has a
co-chair and a team made up of five dedicated, talented individuals who would
help initiate a volunteer willing to take
the reins at some point. If you are interested, please call Shirley Odou, co-chair,
at
408-247-9513 or
e-mail
her
at lizloyal@aol.com.
Phone tree volunteer—We are experiencing growing pains! As a result, we
need two more people to help with the
(continued from page 1: SCCDC ENDORSES BAROUSSE FOR COUNCIL
SEAT #8) landlords.
A large part of the discussion on housing
focused on the homeless. While the
homeless situation in San Jose continues
to be a blight on the city’s reputation
locally as well as nationally, so far, efforts to resolve the problem have, at best,
only sputtered along with varied proposals running up against one roadblock
after another. When queried about what
approach they might support as council
members in eliminating homelessness,
the candidates did not present any novel
ideas. Nguyen advocated for Housing
First, a program for the chronically
homeless that provides “a roof over their
heads,” then arranges for ancillary services, including social workers and
health providers, to assess the reasons for
their homelessness. While Housing First,
established as a private-government partnership, has been successful, the number
of homeless served in this program is
limited, due to insufficient funds. Barousse backs permanent housing for the
homeless aimed at “getting them back
into the community,” but did not lay out
a specific plan for reaching his goal. The
Belisle position is to seek “outside fund-

phone tree. It requires no more than 15
and, at the most, 20 minutes once a
month to call members to remind them
about the upcoming general meeting.
Members get to know and expect calls
from their phone tree volunteers who
receive their list of who to call from the
phone tree chair. If you can give a small
amount of your time to do an important
job for the Club, please call SCCDC
at 408-508-1307.

of others. Contact Herb Engstrom if
you’d like to volunteer at 408-446-1609
or herb@hengstrom.net.
Political organizer: We ar e a political
Club and should be involved in political
actions like identifying critical races
where small contributions make a difference. Once we know where we can help,
we need to organize getting out the vote,
precinct walking, phone banking, fundraising, etc. We need someone to help
with these tasks.

Webmaster:
The Club website at
www.DemocraticClub-SCC.org has to be
transformed into a much more professional appearance. We need a volunteer
with experience with one of the newer
web editors such as MS Expression Web,
Wordpress, iPage, or any one of dozens

It would be great if either or both of these
people recruit others as a committee if
they feel the need for additional help.
Contact Herb Engstrom if you’d like to
volunteer
at
408-446-1609
or
herb@hengstrom.net.

ing for the homeless,” including utilizing
“the State’s help in providing more housing.” For homeless veterans, there is a
program in place similar to Housing First
but, at this point, the resources are not
available to help all those in need.

A 1/4% sales tax increase in the city of
San Jose will be on the ballot in June.
Since the funds generated from this tax
will not be earmarked, it requires only a
50% plus one to pass. Candidates are
promising to dedicate the funds from the
tax to transportation, but the monies
raised can be used for other purposes.

San Jose’s traffic woes are approaching
those in the other most populous California cities, Los Angeles, San Francisco
and San Diego, but nowhere in the city is
traffic congestion as bad as in District 8.
Pinpointing the problem, for example,
Block said, just getting on to 101 from
Tully Road is “impossible.” A VTA proposal to put a measure on the November
ballot increasing the sales tax by 1/2%, in
Santa Clara County would earmark the
funds raised from the tax for transportation projects, including the Bart extension, repairing local streets and roads,
and providing for a bicycle-pedestrian
program, among several others. The
VTA Board will meet in June to make a
final decision on the proposal. Meanwhile, the VTA is open to public comment. The ballot measure would require a
two-thirds vote by registered voters in
Santa Clara County to pass. The Chamber of Commerce and Labor support the
measure as do all three District 8 candidates.

Climate change is driven by the population explosion, and CO2 levels
are already at dangerous levels
World Population (billions) Atmospheric CO2 (parts per million)
1900
Now
1850
Safe
Now
1.60
7.2
317
350
406
U.S. Population—323.5 million (up from 100 million in 1900)
World Population—7.4 billion

Safety was also a priority for the three
candidates for District 8 where crime is
on the rise. The immediate solution, the
candidates concurred, was for the city to
hire more police. Barousse, who had opposed Measure B which overrode the
police union’s contract with the city regarding pension benefits, believed that its
passage has led to fewer applicants for
positions in the police department. Nguyen agreed, calling Measure B “a bad
idea.” Block said, “When you run out of
money, you need to be honest with the
police and firefighters.” Belisle is “happy
with the compromise” reached by the city
and the police to resolve the controversy
over Measure B.
Other issues touched on were education,
the environment, and income inequality.
Their answer for income inequality was
more jobs; increasing the minimum wage
was not discussed.

Upcoming Events
May 16—SCCDC General Meeting, Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Ave.,
San Jose. Dinner at 6; meeting at 7 PM.
May 19—Clean Money Campaign Meeting, Democratic HQ, 2901 Moorpark
Ave, Suite 110, San Jose 7 PM.
May 25—SCCDC E-Board Meeting. Headen-Inman House, 1509 Warburton,
Santa Clara, 7 PM. Coffee and dessert will be served.

