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On Saturday, January 21, I rode the light 
rail with my friend, Mary, to attend the 
Women’s March in downtown San Jose. 
We felt lucky to cram into the second 
train; the first one never even opened its 
doors as it was packed to capacity! The 
train let us off near the corner of 2nd St 
and Santa Clara where we joined 
hundreds of women, men, and children 
walking the two blocks to City Hall.  
Santa Clara Street was jam-packed from 

examples. Sounded like a good plan, so I 
copied closely one of those agreements, the 
one between New York City and London, 
and added a few things appropriate for 
Democrats.  I attached a copy in emails to 
Jennifer and to Rob Means, the president of 
the SCCDC for their comments and, if they 
agree on the language, for their signatures.

Having been through the process I can offer a 
few tips for identifying a potential sister 
Democratic club.  In Wikipedia search for 
"List of counties in (state name)" You'll get a 
table that you can copy and paste into a 
spreadsheet like Excel.  Condense everything 
into a list of county names, county seats, and 
populations.  Now Google "2016 presidential 
election results in (state name)."  This will 
give a number of links including several to 
the state's Secretary of State.  It might take 
some searching, but you can usually find a 
list of counties with the votes and percent-
ages received by Clinton and Trump.  It 
might be useful to search for the 2012 results 
as well, because of the counties that flipped 
from blue to red.  Copy and past the county 
results into the spreadsheet having the 
populations. From that data you can choose 
an appropriate county.  Google "(county 
name) Democratic Party."  With that 
information you can usually find a phone 
number and/or email address.  If you're 
lucky, the county Party web site will contain 
a list of Democratic clubs with their contact 
information.  You're on your way.

 Repetition does not transform a lie into truth. Franklin D. Roosevelt

Women's march in
San Jose
By Eileen Sargent,
SCCDC Recording Secretary

Thousands rally in San Jose

Vice SCCDC President Joe Dietzgen
at Women’s March in San Jose

3rd to 5th Streets and event coordinators 
struggled to keep one lane open for the 
city bus.  The mood was electric, as I 
assume everyone was as surprised as I 
was at the huge turnout!   

What an amazing experience this was!  
Everyone was friendly and open to talk.  
Most of the signs were homemade with 
interesting slogans: “Women’s Rights 
are Human Rights,” “Girls just want to 
have FUNdamental rights,” “LOVE = 
Economic Justice, Racial Justice, 
Gender Justice,” even “Without Herm-
ione, Harry would have died in book 1!”  
An astonishing fact was that the march 
of 25 to 30 thousand was often quiet.  
People were calm yet energized, eager 
to discuss topics of concern.

My takeaway from this march is that it 
was not so much an anti-Trump rally as 
a coming together of people seeking 
support and guidance, who found unity, 
as we try to figure out how to get our 
government to represent us, we, the 
people.  This march has to be a begin-
ning, a call to action.  One takeaway:  

You can “like” our new Senator Kamala 
Harris’s website where she lists actions.  
NOW is the time for action!
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club meeting on the home page. Click 
on the Like button and you will be 
connected. You should add the SCCDC 
page to your list of favorites so you can 
readily access it in the future.

Once you’ve Liked the SCCDC page, 
you will receive our page postings in 
your news feed. Your news feed is 
displayed as your home page when 
using Facebook and can always be 
returned to by clicking on the “Home” 
button at the top of the web page 
(computer) or the News Feed icon 
(bottom left on the iPhone, back button 
on Android). We encourage you to 
share the club postings with your Face-
book friends to assist with club 
outreach. You can also invite your 
Facebook friends to like our club page. 
We encourage you to do so. It’s another 
way to stimulate interest and grow 
membership.

We would also like more people to start 
posting. The SCCDC Page is set up as 

a public page. That means that anyone 
with a Facebook account can post 
content. We suggest that any content 
you post be germane to the mission of 
the club and be in good taste. The club 
membership includes all of Santa Clara 
County, so local, county, state and 
national politics are all welcome 
topics. That includes not just primary 
and general elections but ballot propo-
sitions, and important issues, e.g. 
money in politics, climate change, 
minimum wage, voting suppression, to 
name a few. If you are also active in 
another group (e.g. Clean Money Cam-
paign, Move to Amend, 350.org), 
posting their activities might be of 
interest to some of our members. We 
would also like to use the Club page to 
get discussions going on candidates 
and issues, even if the Club has not 
taken a formal position). If you have 
any questions, please contact SCCDC 
Facebook Administrator Ed Cobb 
(eecobb@comcast.net) or Eileen 
Sargent (leensarg@att.net).
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February 20 - SCCDC General Meeting, 
Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Ave., San Jose. 
Dinner  at 6; meeting at 7 PM.

February 22 - SCCDC E-Board Meeting, 
Headen-Inman House, 1509 Warburton, Santa 
Clara, 7 PM. Coffee and dessert will be served. 

Upcoming Events

President Al Gore to share his presentation 
on “An Inconvenient Truth.”   She has 
assisted in coordinating national and 
international strategic planning meetings on 
Information Literacy in Washington D.C., 
Prague and Egypt. Cody earned a master’s 
degree in public administration from San 
Jose State University and currently is a 
columnist for OpEdNews. She resides in 
Santa Cruz.  

The meeting will be held in the banquet 
room at Harry’s Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga 
Avenue in San Jose. The program begins at 
7 PM, following a no-host dinner at 6 PM.  
A short business meeting will take place at 
approximately 8:15 PM to conclude the 
evening’s agenda.  For more information, 
call Shirley Odou at 408-247-9513. 

commitment to helping constituents. We 
saw his commitment in progress when he 
took lots of questions from the floor. When 
a member expressed support for those 
legislators that were boycotting the 
Inauguration, he again explained his 
intention in attending. 

Khanna expressed support for the Obama 
administration's refusal to veto the 
Security Council’s demand to condemn 
the settlements being built on the West 
Bank. 

On the whole, the audience was very 
pleased with our new Congressman. He 
easily charmed many Honda supporters. 
He left no doubt that he will be in 
Washington for us. 

examining the  probability that some of the  
sub-samples in the 2016 presidential 
election were overrepresented tilting the 
polls in Clinton’s direction.

To ascertain how and why potential voters 
respond when interviewed introduces a set 
of issues that pollsters have been grappling 
with for years including timing, ideology, 
nonresponse, and distrust of the whole 
process.  In 2016, all these factors were in 
play.  Polls taken when the Hollywood 
Access tapes were released revealing 
Trump bragging about groping women  saw 
him plummet in the polls,  a disclosure  with 
possible legal implications,   only to be 
obliterated from public consciousness when 
the media focused on Clinton and the  
Comey  letter.  Throughout the months 
preceding the election, Clinton garnered 
healthy leads in most polls, prompting 
Trump to claim they were “rigged.”  On June 
26th, he lambasted a Washington Post ABC 
poll, calling it a “dirty” poll and “a disgrace.  
But, as Percival noted, on November 1st 
with its latest poll showing him in the lead 
46% to 45%, he became a believer:  “Gone 
up 12 points in two weeks, mostly before the 
Crooked Hillary blow-up.”   (His rise in the 
poll came after the blow up, not before, 
another factual misstatement by Trump.) 

It is possible that Trump supporters included 
in the random samples misled interviewers 
either because they  did not trust the polls or 
did not want to admit they intended to vote 
for Trump, Percival noted.  In an article for 
FivethirtyEight by Carl Bialik and Harry 
Enten, “The Polls Missed Trump. We Asked 
Pollsters Why” (November 9, 2016), the 
authors referenced James Lee of 
Susquehanna Polling and Research, Inc.  His 
firm employing a combination of 
live-interview and automated-dialer calls 
revealed that “Trump did better when voters 
were sharing their voting intention with a 
recorded voice rather than a live one.”  A 
USC  Dornsife/Los Angeles Times  poll 
corroborated this  finding with respect to 
women voters:  “’Women who said they 
backed Trump were particularly less likely 
to say they would be comfortable talking to 
a pollster about their vote.”  

Percival was thorough and detailed in 
covering the complexities of polling and 
different methodologies, as well as what 
could have  caused  such unexpected results, 
so surprising that polling guru Nate Silver 
declared Trump’s victory “the most 
shocking development of my lifetime.”  
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robmeans@electric-bikes.com

Joe Dietzgen, a member of the Club since 
2015, stepped forward in January   to fill the 
position of SCCDC vice president, left vacant 
when the departing vice president, Tom Pyke, 
joined Congressman Ro Khanna’s staff.

In 2000 after his retirement from Hewlett 
Packard where he was employed as a computer 
programmer and trainer for many years, Joe 
became active in  Democratic Party politics. 
When he and his wife, Jan, met Fred 
Rehhauser and Eileen Sargent at the progres-
sive group, “Dream  Menders,” they persuaded 
both to join SCCDC.  

Raised in Highland Park near Chicago, Joe 
graduated from Case University in Cleveland 
in 1965 with a degree in Chemical Engineering 
and a minor in Computer Science. He worked 
at the family business in Cleveland after he 
finished college. Then in 1970 he and his wife 
moved to Cupertino where Joe began his long 
association with Hewlett Packard., employed 
in computer programming.  In 1974, Joe was 
transferred to Hewlett Packard’s European 
Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. He 
served for two years in HP’s branch in 
Germany before being transferred back to 
Switzerland, continuing to work there until he 
retired.  Upon returning to the United States, 
the family  made their  home in Cupertino, their 
present residence.   

Joe has a most intriguing ancestral background.  
His great, great, grandfather, also named 
Joseph, was a philosopher, Marxist and journal-
ist born in Germany in 1828 and died in 1888.  
Self-educated, he wrote extensively on dialecti-
cal materialism and is said to have had a great 
influence on Lenin. His complete biography and 
list of his writings can be found on Wikipedia.  
Joe’s grandfather established the Dietzgen 
Company in Chicago, a manufacturer of 
drafting equipment, including slide rules.  
Although the family no longer owns the 
company, it still bears its name. Joe’s father, 
continuing the family lineage, worked at the 
company after graduating from MIT.  

Jan, who received her MA  Degree from Colum-
bia University, taught in European schools 
while the family lived abroad.  Once they 
returned to the area, she was employed as a 
reading specialist, first in San Jose Unified and 
then Gilroy Unified School District, retiring in 
2008.  She now serves in a leadership role 
locally for Amnesty International. 

Joe and Jan have two children, David, a helicop-
ter pilot, and   daughter Carolyn who is working 
on her master’s thesis in Chinese at Beijing 
University. She will receive her MA from the 
University of Geneva. 

After he expressed his willingness to serve as 
the Club’s new vice president at its January 
meeting, the Board gave its unanimous 
approval.  On behalf of  SCCDC, Joe, we 
welcome you in your new role with the Club. 

NEEDED! 

Meet Joe Dietzgen
SCCDC Vice President 
By Shirley Odou, Editor


